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To our Guests:  Welcome! 
Worship Patterns in Pandemic Days 

 
God be praised for every person here this morning and for all who are 
with us in spirit as they watch and pray at home. God strengthen us all 
through his word and promise in our Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
The coronavirus infection continues to threaten people who have not 
been vaccinated and some who are fully vaccinated. In our determined 
care for each other, please follow these rules: 
 

• If you arrived with a cough, fever, sniffles or other symptoms of a 

respiratory infection, please say a quiet prayer, excuse yourself, and go 

home.  

• All services are “mask-optional” for people who have been vaccinated. 

Go without one if you wish. Wear one if you wish. 

• If you haven’t been vaccinated, please be sure to wear a mask for your 

own safety and as way of caring for the people around you. 

• Singing is permitted at all services, though we urge you to sing quietly. 

• Continue to observe social distancing rules. 

• Continue for the time being to sit only in marked pews. Use your 

judgment on how close you wish to be to people at the other end. 

Listen kindly to their concerns if they have any. 

• Continue to share the Peace with a nod, a bow or a wave of the hand. 

No handshakes or hugs yet. 

• At communion we will continue to use the pouring chalice and 

individual cups. The pastors will mask when they consecrate the 

elements and wear a glove to distribute the host. 
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Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 5, 2021; 8:30 & 10 am 

 
The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 

 

Prelude “God’s Own Child I Gladly Say It,” Powell, Hildebrand 

 

Entrance 

Stand as you are able as the cross is carried in from the church entrance 

Confession 

P Joined to Christ Jesus in the waters of Holy Baptism, we are clothed 
with God’s promise of forgiveness and life.  Let us put this gift to use 
and prepare to meet our Lord.  We pray. 

 
 We give you thanks, O God. 

C In the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters. 

P By your Word you created the world. 

C You called forth life in which you took delight. 

P Forgive us, merciful Lord. 

C We have failed to delight you.  Our sinful habits injure the world.  
We neglect your Word and dishonor your Spirit.  We fail to thank 
you as we should, with heart, soul, strength, and mind.  Forgive 
us, merciful Lord. 

 

As water is poured into the font –  

 

P We praise you, O God.  You delivered Noah and his family through the 
waters of the flood. 

C You led Israel through the sea, from slavery to freedom. 

P To redeem the world, your Son was baptized by John and anointed 
with the Holy Spirit. 

C You have made us your children in Christ through Word and 
water. 

P Restore us, gracious Father.  Fill us in this hour with the power of your 
Holy Spirit, so that we will sing your praise, trust your Word, receive 
our Savior Christ with glad and cheerful hearts, and walk with him by 
faith through the days which lie ahead. 
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C Restore us, gracious Father, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

P As a pastor of the church and at Christ’s command, I tell you that your 
sins are forgiven in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

 

Gathering Hymn “God’s Own Child” 
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Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness 
into health and death into life. Open us to the power of your presence, 
and make us a people ready to proclaim your promises to the whole 
world, through Jesus Christ, our healer and lord. 

C Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 

The Word of God 
 

First Reading Isaiah 35:4-7a 

4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is 
your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will 
come and save you.” 
    5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 
unstopped; 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the 
speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and 
streams in the desert; 7athe burning sand shall become a pool, and the 
thirsty ground springs of water. 

The Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm  146 

Cantor sings refrain; All sing refrain 

 

Cantor sings verses in regular print; All sing verses in bold print and refrain 

 
 

1Hal- | lelujah! 

  Praise the LORD, | O my soul! 
2I will praise the LORD as long | as I live; 

  I will sing praises to my God while I | have my being. 
3Put not your | trust in rulers, 

  in mortals in whom there | is no help. 
4When they breathe their last, they re- | turn to earth, 

  and in that day | their thoughts perish. Refrain 

  
9The LORD cares | for the stranger; 

  the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of 

the wicked. 
10The LORD shall | reign forever, 

  your God, O Zion, throughout all 

       generations. | Hallelujah! Refrain 

 

Second Reading James 2:1-10, 14-17 

1My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe 
in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in 
fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes 
also comes in, 3and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes 
and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, 
“Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” 4have you not made distinctions among 
yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved 
brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich 
in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those who 
love him? 6But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who 
oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? 7Is it not they who 
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blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked over you? 
  8You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, 
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 9But if you show partiality, you 
commit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10For whoever 
keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of 
it.   14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith 
but do not have works? Can faith save you? 15If a brother or sister is naked 
and lacks daily food, 16and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep 
warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what 
is the good of that? 17So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 
 The Word of the Lord.   
C Thanks be to God.  
 
Stand as you are able 

Gospel Acclamation 
  

 
 

Gospel Mark 7:24-37 

At the announcement of the Gospel:  

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

24[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house 
and did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape 
notice,25but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit 
immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his 
feet. 26Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged 
him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27He said to her, “Let the 
children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it 
to the dogs.” 28But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table 
eat the children’s crumbs.” 29Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may 
go—the demon has left your daughter.” 30So she went home, found the 
child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 
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  31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon 
towards the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32They brought 
to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged 
him to lay his hand on him. 33He took him aside in private, away from the 
crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his 
tongue. 34Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, 
“Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35And immediately his ears were 
opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 36Then Jesus ordered 
them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they 
proclaimed it. 37They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has 
done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to 
speak.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
You may be seated.  
 

Sermon Pastor Burce 

 
Stand as you are able 

Hymn of the Day “Savior, When in Dust to You,” #601 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Apostles Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived 
by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended 
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 
come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen 
 

Prayer of the Church 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Lord, in your mercy. . . 
C Hear our prayer. 
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Peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.   
Greet those around you with these or similar words, after which you may be seated in prayerful 
silence as the altar is prepared. Stand again as you are able at the pastor’s invitation 

 

Presentation of the Offering  “Healer of Our Every Ill,” 

setting David Cherwien 
 
A Let us pray.  God of mercy and grace, 
C You adorn our lives with neighbors to love, bread to share, and 

good news to tell.  Help us embrace our work with joy, and use 
what we have gathered to glorify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

The Lord’s Supper 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn:  
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P Holy, mighty, merciful Lord. . . all glory and honor is yours, almighty 

Father, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 

You may be seated 
 

Communion 

 

Communion Hymn  “How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds,” #620 

 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you 

in his grace. 
C Amen. 
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A Let us pray. 
We thank you, Almighty God, for knitting us together in the one body 
of Jesus Christ, your Son. By the power of the Holy Spirit, fill us with 
such faith that our thanks will blossom in steadfast service to our 
neighbors and joyful witness to the world: through the same Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

Sending 

Blessing 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon 
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and + 
give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve,” #551 

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude “Rigaudon,” Andre Campra 

 
Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019. 
Permission to reprint and podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with License #702571-A. 
Psalm Antiphon: Marilyn Comer from Psalter for Worship, Year B, Copyright © 2008 Augsburg Fortress.  
God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It: Text © 1991; Tune: Public domain; setting © 1998 Concordia Publishing House.  
God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It: Setrting: Robert J. Powell, Copyright © 2013 Concordia Publishing House. All Rights Reserved. Kevin 
Hildebrand. Copyright © 2000Concordia Publishing House. All Rights Reserved. 
Healer of Our Every Ill. Marty Haugen, setting David Cherwien. 6 Organ Preludes by David Cherwien. Tune: Copyright © 1987 G.I.A. 
Publications, Inc. Setting Copyright © 1995 by G.I.A. Publications. International Copyright Secured. All Rights Reserved. 
Rigaudon. Andre Campra, arr. Virgil Fox. Copyright © 1963 (renewed 1991) by The H.W. Gray Co., Inc. c/o Belwin, Inc. International 
Copyright secured.  
Savior, When in Dust to You (ABERSTWYTH).  Intro, Acc. Marilyn Brattskar; copyright © 2005 Augsburg Fortress. Setting: J. Bert Carlson; 
 copyright © 2007 Augsburg Fortress. All Rights reserved. Introductions and Alternate Accompaniments for Organ, vol. 6. Augsburg Fortress. 
Copyright © 2007. Setting; Noel Rawsthorne Two Hundred Last Verses. Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Copyright © 1991.  
The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve (Chesterfield.  Intro/Setting: Jacob B. Weber from Christ Is King. Copyright © 2014 Augsburg Fortress. All 
rights reserved. Setting:  Charles Ore. Copyright © 1978 Augsburg Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

 
Serving Today 

Preaching & Presiding Minister – Pastor Burce 
Assisting Ministers – Chris Neumann (8:30); Lindsay Baker (10) 

Cantors – Ruth King (8:30); Trudy Gustke (10) 
Organist – Linda Kempke 

Deacons – Bob Trapp (8:30); Trish Kvasnicka (10) 
Welcome Team – Joyce Budaker 

Sound Technician – Jared Waugaman 
Altar Guild – Tiffany Advani, Laura Gaydos 
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In Our Prayers 
 

• The Church’s witness to God’s regard for all people 

• Our country’s workers 

• Our ability as baptized people to listen to Christ and trust what we hear 

• The people of Afghanistan and other war-torn lands 

• People beset by fire, flood, earthquake, and other tumults of nature 

• In need of healing: Carla Barrett, Andrew Boraggina, Judy Gahl,  
 

This Week’s Commemorations 

Sept. 4—ALBERT SCHWEITZER, d. 1965, the world-class organist and 
theologian whose later service as a missionary doctor in Africa inspired a 
generation of European and American Christians.   
 
Sept. 9—PETER CLAVER, d. 1654, a Jesuit missionary who ministered to 
slave ships arriving in the Columbian port of Cartagena.  
 

 
 

September 12 
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Isaiah 50:4-91, Psalm 116:1-9, James 3:1-12, Mark 8:27-38 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine services. 

 

  



13 

 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 

(440) 331-2405 
E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 
Connect with Messiah – text 'MESSIAHFP' to 84576 to sign-up 

 
Messiah Lutheran School 

4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 
(440) 331-6553 

Email – school@messiahfp.org 
 

www.messiahfairview.org 
 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Minister of Youth – Adonai Henderson 
Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 

Music Director – Connie Triplett  
Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  

Administrator  & Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Darlene Waugh 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 
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